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Communicating (any) statistics involves three key questions

Who is the target audience?

• Media? lay person? Senior management? Experts? 

• Why do they need the information? How do they want it? 

What is the context in which you are communicating?

• Formal/Informal

• Internet/physical publication

What message do you want to communicate? What is the narrative/story?

• Important to find meaning in numbers. Numbers don’t exist in a vacuum

• Data support the story

• Structure the output accordingly

• Remember the Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics



Why do NSOs need to communicate (any) statistics? 

• To develop and strengthen links with users 

• To engage with users multilaterally and 
bilaterally at various stages of statistical 
production



Dissemination of time-use data

Dissemination products Data

Basic outputs

Specialized 
reports

• Daily average time spent in hours on 
various activities by age group and sex, 15 
years and over, Canada and provinces

• Leisure time in Chile

Visualizations

• Observatorio De Estadísticas de Género 
(bcr.gob.sv)

• Timeuse 2009/2010 – KSH
• Exploring daily time-use patterns: ATUS-X 

data extractor and online diary 
visualization tool | PLOS ONE

Interactive 
and mix 
media

• Daily average duration of paid work and 
domestic work (genderpulse.md)

• Simulador de Trabajo No Remunerado 
(inegi.org.mx)

Up to the statistical office to assess the suitability 
of the differing modes of dissemination 

• Microdata

• Macrodata

• Metadata

Suitable combinations of formats and media which 
meet the differing capabilities of users

Data Protection!

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=4510001401
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=4510001401
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=4510001401
https://www.ine.gob.cl/docs/default-source/uso-del-tiempo-tiempo-libre/publicaciones-y-anuarios/publicaciones/enfoque-tiempo-libre-2017.pdf?sfvrsn=f7aa04af_6
https://onec.bcr.gob.sv/observatorio.genero/uso_tiempo/index.aspx
https://onec.bcr.gob.sv/observatorio.genero/uso_tiempo/index.aspx
https://www.ksh.hu/interaktiv/idomerleg/animacio.html#?lang=en&colors=act&dataset=FULL_POPULATION&utm_source=kshhu&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=theme-time-use
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0252843
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0252843
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0252843
https://genderpulse.md/en/economic-empowerment/paid-work-and-domestic-work/daily-average-duration-of-paid-work-and-domestic-work
https://genderpulse.md/en/economic-empowerment/paid-work-and-domestic-work/daily-average-duration-of-paid-work-and-domestic-work
https://www.inegi.org.mx/app/simuladortnrh/
https://www.inegi.org.mx/app/simuladortnrh/


Thank you for your attention!
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